


The first Diwali -Guru Hargobind (1595-1644) – The Sixth Guru
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1. Once on a hunting trip Guru Hargobind saved Emperor Jahangir’s life when a tiger leapt out to attack him. Not everyone was happy with the Guru’s friendship with the Emperor. 









	
	
2. The Emperor became ill. A rumour was started that unless the Guru spent his time praying for the Emperor, the Emperor would not get better. The Guru was sent to the fort at Gwalior.
	
3. When Guru Hargobind arrived at Gwalior, he found he was not alone. Fifty-two Hindu princes were also imprisoned there. Although the Guru was treated well, the princes were hungry and in rags. The Guru tried to help them with what he had.
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4. Two years passed and the Emperor got better. The Emperor decided to let the Guru go free. The Guru pleaded with the Emperor to let the princes go free too.
	
5. The Emperor thought it unthinkable to let all the princes go free. He said some may go free if they promised to behave, but only as many as could hold onto the Guru’s cloak as he left the fort.
	
6. The gate of the fortress was very narrow. The Emperor thought that the Guru would only be able to take about four princes with him. However, Guru Hargobind had a special cloak made that had fifty-two silk tassels on it. Each prince held a tassel as the Guru walked out of the fort, the Guru saved them all.


What does this story tell us about the character of Guru Hargobind?
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