
 
 

FAQ about academy trusts 

 
1. What is an Academy? 

Academies receive funding directly from the government and are run by an academy trust. Academy 
trusts are not-for-profit companies. They employ the staff and have trustees who are responsible for 
the performance of the academies in the trust (from the government definition of academies)  

2. What is a Multi-Academy Trust? 
A Multi-Academy Trust (MAT) is an Academy Trust running two or more academies. 

3. Can my school continue as a Voluntary Aided or Voluntary Controlled school in the future? 
The White Paper says ‘by 2030 all schools will be in a strong multi-academy trust or with plans to join 
or form one’. Therefore, schools will not be allowed to continue as a Voluntary Aided or Voluntary 
Controlled school. Currently, there is no compulsion, and a successful school will not be forced to 
join a trust. 
 

4. Can my school continue as a Single Academy Trust in the future? 
The White Paper says ‘most trusts will be on a trajectory to either serve a minimum of 7,500 pupils or 
run at least 10 schools.’ Currently, there is no compulsion, and a successful single academy will not 
be forced to expand or join a larger trust. 

5. Why does the LDBS say that between two and seven trusts are likely to be needed? 
Seven trusts would be needed for all the Church schools if each trust served 7,500 pupils. Fewer 
trusts would be needed if each trust served more than 7,500 pupils. It may be beneficial to have 
more than one Church MAT in the diocese, so that schools have the option to change trust. 
However, in the first phase of our consultation a significant number of people have asked if the LDBS 
could offer just one trust to accommodate all schools. We will pick up this question with DfE. 

6. Are there any restrictions on the kind of Trust that my school can join? 
Yes. The LDBS will only give permission for Church schools in the London Diocese to join a Church 
school MAT. 
 
7. What do you mean by a Church school MAT? 
Academy trusts have a Memorandum and Articles of Association which set out the way the trust 
operates. Based on the draft Schools Bill 2022, a Church school MAT is one in which more than half 
the schools are designated as Church of England schools, and which has adopted ‘majority’ Church 
Articles. We are expecting the DfE to issue updated model Articles. We have set our more detail in 
our Principles document about what we expect from a Church school MAT. 

8. Can a school that is not a Church school, e.g. a community school, join a Church MAT? 
Yes, as long as the majority of schools are designated Church schools. The trust should be explicit 
about its vision and ethos so that community schools can make an informed decision. If a community 
school joins a Church trust, the LDBS will expect the Membership and Articles of the trust (as a 
majority Church MAT) to remain unchanged. The non-denominational status of the community 
school will also remain unchanged. 

9. Does the relationship change with the Local Authority? 

https://www.gov.uk/types-of-school/academies
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/church-academies-model-documents


 

Yes. Revenue funding comes direct from the government rather than via the Local Authority. The 
Schools Bill 2022 will clarify the ongoing role of the Local Authority. Academy Trusts are free to 
purchase services from any source, including the Local Authority. 
 
9. Who makes the decision to become an academy or change trust? 
Permission is needed from both the school governors (or trustees, for an academy) and the LDBS for 
a school to become an academy or move from one trust to another. The Regional Director (the new 
name for the Regional Schools Commissioner) will also want to see that proper due diligence has 
been undertaken. We hope that all decisions can be made collaboratively and ask schools to consult 
with the LDBS before consulting with any other parties. 

10. Are there any Church MATs in the London Diocese at the moment? 

Yes! There are several Church MATs in the London Diocese although none that are currently 

operating at the scale the DfE has indicated it wishes to see in the future. The existing MATs are: 

• LDBS Academies Trust 1 (8 primaries) 

• LDBS Academies Trust 2 (2 primaries) 

• LDBS Frays Academy Trust (6 primaries) 

• The Green School Trust (2 secondaries) 

• Twyford Trust (4 secondaries) 

• Wren Academies Trust (one all-through, one secondary) 

There are also two ‘empty MATs’ i.e., MATs that only have one school in them at the moment: 

• Hive Trust (all-through academy, St Mary Magdalene Academy) 

• Veritas Trust (secondary academy, Bishop Ramsey School) 

There are also a number of single academy trusts. 
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