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Year group: 4





What a child should be able to do:   (Assessment)
Beliefs, teaching, sources of wisdom and authority:
· I can describe what a believer might learn from an Old Testament story and reflect and respond thoughtfully.  (WT)
· I can make links between the teachings of the text and show how they are connected to a believer’s life.  (Exp) 
· I can begin to suggest reasons for how the teachings of the text provide important answers about life and morality.  (GD)
Questions of values and commitments:
· I can make links between the messages behind the Biblical stories and the way I think and behave.  (WT)
· I can confidently ask questions about the moral decisions raised in the Biblical texts and suggest what might have happened if a different decision had been made.  (Exp)
· I can begin to apply and express my own ideas about questions related to right and wrong and what is fair and just.  (GD)




Sensitivities:

Be mindful of pupils’ cultural backgrounds and beliefs.


Religious vocabulary:
· Bible:  Holy scriptures for Christians.
· Old Testament: That part of the Canon of Christian Scriptures which the Church shares with Judaism, comprising of 139 books.
· Faith: Trust, obedience, loyal, devotion.  A gift from God,
· Blessing:  A special favour between God and the induvial/humankind.
· Covenant:  Agreement/promise made between two or more people.
· Vocation:  See background knowledge for teachers.
· Calling:  Following the voice of God.
· Selflessness:  More concerned with the needs of others rather than self.
· Sacrifice:  Making an offering to God.  Offering oneself for God’s service.
· Trust:  A bold, confident, sure security or action based on that security.   
· Prayer:  Having a conversation with God.



Weekly questions: 
Week 1 and 2:  How did Abra(ha)m demonstrate his faith in God?
Week 3:  How did Moses follow God’s ‘calling’ for his life?
Week 4:  What does it mean for a believer to follow God’s call?
Week 5:  How did Ruth demonstrate faith in God through selflessness?
Week 6:  Assessment.


What a child needs to know and remember by the end of the unit:

· To know and remember the core concept:  People of God.
· To know and remember the following stories - Abra(ha)m, Moses, Ruth.
· To know and understand how each person’s belief in God affected their actions.
· To know how sacred stories can impact on a believer’s life and what they can teach them about their faith and life.

Core concept:  
People of God

	Background knowledge for teachers:

Core concept:  People of God

The meaning of People of God:
The Old Testament tells the story of God’s plan to reverse the impact of the Fall, to save humanity.  It involves choosing a people who will model a restored relationship with God, who will attract all other people back to God.  The Bible narrative includes the ups and downs of this plan, including the message of the prophets, who tried to persuade people to stick with God. The plan appears to end in failure with the people of God exiled, and then returning, awaiting a ‘messiah’ — the anointed one/the chosen one.

Religious vocabulary:

Vocation:
· The word vocation comes from the Latin vocare, or voice – meaning to follow the voice of God, or to do what we are called to do. 
· A vocation is a calling that merges one’s mission in life with God’s mission on earth. 
· “The place God calls you is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” Frederick Buechner:  American theologian.
· That intersecting point is your calling, your vocation.

Stories in context:  

Abra(ha)m:  Extract from BBC religion.
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· The history of the Jewish people begins in Bronze Age times in the Middle East when God promised a nomad leader called Abram who would be the father of a great people if he did as God told him.
· The Jewish people regard Abraham (as he was later called) as the first Patriarch of the Jewish people.
· Abraham was the first person to teach the idea that there was only one God; before then, people believed in many gods.
· Abraham is a significant character in other religions - not only in Judaism and Christianity but Islam too.  It is important to note that all three religions interpret the story of Abraham differently.  For example, the story in which Isaac is the one Abraham nearly sacrifices and then goes on to father God’s ‘blessed’ family is the Judeo-Christian one.  In Islam Ishmael is viewed as the special child.
· Muslims know Abraham as Ibrahim, and regard him as an important prophet of their faith.  Ibrahim's first son Ishmael, known as Isma'il, is regarded as the father of the Arab people.

The story of Abraham:
· Obedience to the will of God - not blind obedience, because the Bible stories speak about how Abraham frequently challenged God and asked questions.  But in the end, he trusted this God who had made such extraordinary promises and in so doing formed a very special and personal relationship with God which, believers will argue, has continued through to the present day.

Genesis chapter 12:
At the beginning of Genesis chapter 12, God asked Abram to leave his home and country and he makes Abram three promises: the promise of a relationship with God, numerous descendants and land.

Genesis 12:1-3:
I will make you a great nation
And I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
And you will be a blessing
I will bless those who bless you,
And whoever curses you I will curse;
And all the peoples of the earth
Will be blessed through you

God has given Abraham a set of promises that seem impossible to keep.  However, Abram does what he is asked.  Abram is known in history as a man with tremendous faith.  As a result of his obedience, God changes his name to Abraham, meaning ‘father of the people’ or some would say ‘Father of all nations.’

The ultimate test of Abraham's obedience, however, comes in Genesis 22 when he is asked to sacrifice his son by Sarah - Isaac.  God had promised that Abraham's descendants would come through Isaac, so the level of faith he displays is quite astonishing. Abraham trusts God and takes his son, as directed, up a mountain.  At the very last minute, God intervenes and spares Isaac's life by providing another animal (a ram) for sacrifice. The test is complete and God once more reiterates his promises to Abraham of land, descendants and a personal relationship.

According to the Bible, Abraham is humanity's last chance to establish a relationship with God.  At the beginning of the Bible in the creation narratives, Adam and Eve set in train a pattern of disobedience to God's commands which takes root.  Even after the Great Flood, in which only Noah was saved, humanity once again comes perilously close to alienating themselves from their creator God.  They build the tower of Babel (Genesis 11), a tower that seems like it will almost break through to the heavens and God again intervenes and scatters the people across the earth.

At the end of Genesis 11, for the first time we see the beginning of a two-way relationship: God doing something for Abraham, and Abraham doing something for God.  The blessings of God are passed on from one generation to another.





Moses:
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· Moses is considered one of the most important religious leaders in world history.
· Judaism, Christianity and Islam all acknowledge Moses as a great leader.
· Whilst Moses struggled to listen to the voice of God and to follow God’s calling, God does not give up on him.  He remains with him and always enables him to overcome whatever situation he finds himself in.  God calls Moses to be his messenger.  He will not accept Moses excuse that he has poor communication skills.

The story is to be found in the Book of Exodus.  Synopsis
· In fear of being killed by the Pharaoh, Moses’ mother puts him in a basket and sets him a drift along the river Nile, hoping the power of God would save him.
· Moses floated down the river to where the Pharaoh’s daughter was bathing.  She rescued him and named him ‘Moses’.  It was believed that the word ‘Moses’ meant to ‘draw out’. She raised him as a son and he grew up in the Egyptian palace.
· One day he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew slave so badly that he lost his temper and killed the Egyptian.  This meant he had to flee the country as people knew what he had done.  He fled to Midian where he rescued the daughters of a high priest.  As a token of gratitude, he was gifted one of the daughters, Zipporah, as a wife.  He lived happily as a shepherd in Midian for forty years.
· On another occasion, Moses saw a burning bush that didn't seem to be consumed by the fire.  He heard the voice of God with a message asking him to save the people who were enslaved in Egypt and lead them to the Promised Land.  At first, Moses refused God and asked him to send someone else but God insisted and said he would have his brother Aaron with him to help him to speak to the Pharoah.  
· Moses returned back to Egypt and asked the Pharaoh to free the slaves.  He was not happy with this request and didn’t want to lose all of his slaves so he said no.  This made God very angry and so he sent ten plagues to the land of Egypt.
· It was the tenth plague, the one that killed all firstborn sons (including the pharaoh’s) that made him eventually give up the slaves.  The Israelites all left Egypt and took lots of jewels and treasure with them.  This angered the Pharaoh and he sent an army after them.
· As the Israelites met the Red Sea, they realised they were trapped.  God told Moses to lift up his staff, and when he did the Red Sea parted to let them through.  The sea closed on and killed the Egyptian army that had been following them.
· The Israelites were free but had nowhere to live and no food, so God made sure when they woke up they found white food that tasted like honey on the floor. When they needed water, Moses could strike his staff on the rocks to make it flow.
· It took three months of travelling for them to reach the foot of Mount Sinai.  God asked Moses to meet him at the top.  Moses climbed up in a thunderstorm and waited for God.
· God gave Moses the ten commandments that would tell his people how to live.
· Before the Pharaoh would free the slaves, the Egyptian people suffered ten plagues sent down to Earth by God.

The story of Ruth:
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Context:
Understanding the book needs us to be aware of quite a few cultural differences between then and now.  A famine in Israel had driven Elimelech, Naomi and their family to Moab for survival.  Their sons had married Moabite women, but one by one all the men died.  Naomi was left in a desperate position, far from home and, as a widow in that time when family and clan were the only support network, entirely unprotected.  However, her daughters-in-law – who obviously loved her deeply – were free to go home to their families and marry again.  One of them, Orpah, goes home, but Ruth 'held on to her'.

The story:
· The love story is between Ruth and Naomi not between Ruth and Boaz.
· Ruth followed her dead husband's mother into a strange land, for no other reason than that she couldn't bear to be parted from her.  Her famous words: 'Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you live, I will live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God...' (1.16) are often used at weddings, but they were originally about something quite different.
· Naomi and Ruth returned together to her ancestral home in Bethlehem.  But they were not in a good position; as poor widows, they relied on gleaning the leftovers from the fields in order to survive.
· Boaz, who was was a wealthy kinsman of Naomi, took an interest in the pair – and particularly in Ruth.  He ordered his workers to behave well to her and made sure she had enough to eat.  As an older woman, Naomi took the initiative in matchmaking and ordered Ruth to approach him and signal her availability – to lift up his bedcovers and lie 'at his feet'.  This is where things can get a little complicated, and we need to be alert to the fact that all this happened a very long time ago.  We should not think that Ruth was trying to seduce him.  At the same time, she was expressing the greatest possible trust in him; it would have been easy for him to have taken advantage of her and then disowned her.
· Fundamentally, though, the question was not whether he loved her, as we might think today.  That ancient society was governed by complicated rules about inheritance, kinship and family responsibility.  Even though she was a Moabitess, Ruth was still regarded as the wife of her dead husband Mahlon.  If she were to marry again, the property she had inherited went with her – and it would belong to her children, not to her new husband or to any of his other children.
· In chapter 4 the dilemma is put the other way around, with the property question first.  The nearest kinsman had the right to buy or 'redeem' the property – but in doing so he also took on responsibility for Ruth.  As he didn't want to do that, it fell to Boaz – and as far as we know, they all lived happily ever after.

The meaning:
There are certainly love stories here – certainly between Ruth and Naomi, and also, probably, between Ruth and Boaz.  In their case, however, there's no emotion recorded.  Boaz is a decent man trying to do the right thing, caring for someone who is deeply vulnerable because he feels he ought.  So, a better way of thinking about the story might be to say that it's about sacrifice.  Ruth sacrificed her interests to those of Naomi; Boaz sacrificed his interests to those of Ruth – and out of their actions great blessing came, as they were the ancestors of King David and of Jesus himself.   Another way of looking at it is as a reminder that life isn't simple and that doing the right thing isn't always straightforward.  Boaz had to offer someone else the opportunity to redeem the land, and with it Ruth (and notice that she, as a woman in a patriarchal society, had little choice in the matter) – with no guarantee that the nearest 'kinsman-redeemer' would turn the opportunity down (4.6).   He and Ruth were part of a network of obligations and relationships, and couldn't just follow their own inclinations.  God blessed them when they acted with integrity, but things don't always work out as we wish or plan.    
The book of Ruth is a very human story, about human problems – but it's inspired scripture, told to point us to eternal truths.





















	[bookmark: _Hlk54710538]Lesson 1:  How did Abra(ha)m demonstrate faith in God?



	Intentions: 
To give pupils opportunities to:
	· Know the story of Abra(ha)m.
· Be introduced to the concept:  People of God.

Key religious vocabulary:  Bible, Old Testament, People of God, faith.

	Implementation:  
Outlining how to introduce the religious content in the classroom and create learning opportunities from it.
	Introduction:

Prior knowledge gathering: 

Key questions:
· What is the Old Testament?
· What stories have you heard of, which can be found in the Old Testament?
· What do you understand by the concept:  ‘People of God’?

Introduce the unit of learning.

Explain the meaning of the core concept – People of God (Refer to background knowledge for teachers.)

Refer to the Biblical timeline and ensure pupils understand how these stories fit into the overall big story of the Bible.

To note:  Ensure reference is made to the core concept throughout the whole unit.

Introduce the big question for the unit:  How did belief in God affect the actions of people in the Old Testament?	

Main teaching input:  (Investigate and explore)

Introduce this week’s question:  How did Abra(ha)m demonstrate faith in God?

Class thought gathering

Key questions:
· What do you understand the word ‘faith’ to mean?
· How do you think people show that they have faith in someone/something?
· How might someone behave if they had faith in God?
 

Introduce pupils to the person of Abraham.  (Refer to background knowledge for teachers.)

Watch the clip of the story of Abraham.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JeYA2x1OIk

Key questions:
· How would you feel if you were told you had to move house?
· How would you feel about moving from a house to living in a tent?

Consider the thoughts and feelings of the people you would have to leave behind and yourself.
Re-read the story from the Bible – Genesis chapter 12:  1- 9.  Ensure all pupils can access the text and understand it.  Address any vocabulary that may be new to pupils.

Main activity:  (Evaluate and communicate)

Biblical text analysis:

Pupils to work in pairs to explore the following questions:

Alternatively, set up tables under the following headings:

To note:  It is important for pupils to understand what the three disciplines are and mean and how looking through different lenses helps us to get a real understanding of the text.

· Looking through the lens of a theologian – (Believing) - two tables
· Looking through the lens of a philosopher – (Thinking) – two tables
· Looking through the lens of a sociologist – (Living) – two tables

Place the questions below, under each heading.  Pupils either in pairs or as a group, answer the questions related to their lens.

Behind the text:  Why was it written?  Discipline:  Theology
· What is God asking Abram to do?
· What does God promise Abram?
· How does Abram respond to God’s request?
· What does Abram do when he arrives in the land?
· What do you think this text teaches about God and his relationship with his people?

Within the text:  What does the text mean?  Are there any words that need explaining?  Discipline:  Philosophy 
· What questions do you have about the text?
· What puzzles you most about the text?
· How do you think Abram felt as he was leaving his country?  What is your reason for your answer?
· What surprises you about the text?

In front of the text:  This is concerned with the relationship between the text and the reader.  Discipline:   Human and social science
· What do you think a believer can learn from this story?
· What difference do you think this story might make to a believer’s life?

Plenary:  (Reflect and express)

Whole class discussion:

Pupils share their responses.  As a whole class, create a grid of responses under the following headings, providing a good understanding of the text through the lenses of the three disciplines.

	Theology - believing
	Philosophy - thinking
	Human/social science - living

	
	
	




	Resources:
	· Bibles.
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JeYA2x1OIk


	Sensitivities:
	· Be mindful of pupils who may have had to leave their home suddenly.
· Be mindful of the current global situation where fleeing from one country to another is a ‘live’ situation.



	Impact:
What do you notice as a teacher?
What do pupils say?
	In this box, note down anything that you heard a pupil say that would provide evidence towards their progress in RE.
Note down anything significant an additional adult has noticed.
Note down anything significant that happened in the lesson that will have an impact on the next lesson.







	Lesson 2:  How did Abra(ha)m demonstrate faith in God?



	Intentions: 
To give pupils opportunities to:

	· Understand how Abraham demonstrated faith in God.
· Understand what covenant God made between him and Abraham.
· Make links between the text and what a believer can learn from the story about trusting and having faith in God.

Key religious vocabulary:   Bible, Old Testament, People of God, faith, covenant.

	Implementation:  
Outlining how to introduce the religious content in the classroom and create learning opportunities from it.
	Introduction:

Recap on previous week’s learning:

Key knowledge checking:
· Check for understanding of the story of Abram so far.

Main teaching input:  (Investigate and explore)

Introduce this week’s question:  

Explore another part of the story of Abram:  (Refer to background knowledge for teachers.)

God’s covenant with Abram and the birth of Isaac based on Genesis chapter 17 – 21.

Two possible clips to watch:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNxuukP6mgU – this clip explains the covenant.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rrcqpgEoug – the birth of Isaac.

Key points to pull out:

· The meaning of the word covenant.
· God promised three things for Abram – millions of descendants, a place to call home and God’s special blessing for him to share.
· The significance of the changing of names.
· The importance of patience and trust.
· God always keeps his promise.


Main activity:  (Evaluate and communicate)

Each pupil is given three thought bubbles and one question bubble.  Pupils to provide a written response to the following questions:

· What surprises you most about this part of the story?
· What can a believer learn from both Abraham and Sarah?
· What have you learnt from listening to this this story?
· What question/s do you still have about this story?

Plenary:  (Reflect and express)

Return to the lesson’s question:     How did Abra(ha)m demonstrate faith in God?

Provide the pupils with the following words:  

Trusted/obeyed/waited patiently/didn’t give up/listened/responded to what God asked him to do.

Key question:
· Which word do you think best answers the question?  Give a reason for your answer.


	Resources:
	· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNxuukP6mgU – this clip explains the covenant.
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rrcqpgEoug – the birth of Isaac.


	Sensitivities:
	· Be mindful of pupils who may have had to leave their home suddenly.
· Be mindful of the current global situation where fleeing from one country to another is a ‘live’ situation.
 

	Impact:
What do you notice as a teacher?
What do pupils say?
	In this box, note down anything that you heard a pupil say that would provide evidence towards their progress in RE.
Note down anything significant an additional adult has noticed.
Note down anything significant that happened in the lesson that will have an impact on the next lesson.








	Lesson 3:  How did Moses follow God’s calling for his life? 



	Intentions: 
To give pupils opportunities to:
	· Know what the word ‘vocation’ means.
· Know the story of Moses and the burning bush and the key message behind it.
· Make links between the text and what a believer can learn about what it means to listen and follow God’s call.

Key religious vocabulary:  Vocation.  

	Implementation:  
Outlining how to introduce the religious content in the classroom and create learning opportunities from it.
	Introduction:

Recap on previous week’s learning:

Key knowledge checking:
· How Abraham demonstrated faith in God.
· The way God made a covenant with Abraham.
· What a believer can learn from the story about trusting and having faith in God.

Prior knowledge gathering:

What do you already know about Moses?  Who was he?  What is he known for?  Pupils will be recapping on knowledge learnt in K.S 1:  Flight from Egypt.  Receiving of the ten commandments.

Watch the clip below to secure prior knowledge and introduce new knowledge.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0eEHT6dCKbI

Quick activity:  In pairs sequence the key event in Moses life.

Main teaching input:  (Investigate and explore)

Introduce this week’s question: How did Moses follow God’s calling for his life?   

Watch the clip:  A further in-depth look at Moses and the burning bush.  Exodus 3: 1 – 4: 17.

Moses and the burning bush:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZ9ZL1dRghQ


Explain the story of Moses:   (Refer to background knowledge for teachers.)

Key questions:
· How did Moses feel about following God’s ‘call’?  (God’s instructions for what he wanted Moses to do in order to save the Israelites.)
· Why was Moses reluctant to do what God said? (doubted himself, was afraid, found the whole thing hard to believe etc.)
· How did God enable Moses to do what he was asking of him?
· What signs did God give Moses to reassure him that he could achieve what is being asked of him?
· Do you think God ever asks people to do something they are not able to do?  What do you think stops people from following God’s call on their lives?

Christians believe that God ‘calls’ people to do certain things.  Why do you think God called Moses?  What was special about him?

Describe to pupils what the word ‘vocation’ means.  (Refer to background knowledge for teachers.)

Key questions:
· Who do you think has a vocation?
· What is the difference do you think between a ‘job’ and a ‘vocation’?
· What difference do you think it makes to a person if they believe that God ‘has’ called them to do a particular job?  Do you think it changes the way they do a job?  

Main activity:  (Evaluate and communicate)

In groups of three:

Sorting activity.

Venn diagram – vocation, job, either.

(See appendix lesson 3.)

Plenary:  (Reflect and express)

Questions to reflect on:
· What was the outcome of Moses’ response to God’s call (The Israelites leaving Egypt to go to the ‘promised land.’)
· What do you think a believer can learn from the story of Moses and the burning bush?
· Do you think a believer feels they have a choice to say no if they think God is calling them to do something? 

To note:  Before lesson 4, pupils to prepare a number of questions to ask believers about what it means to them to follow God’s call – to see their job as a vocation.  The sorts of things they might do to try and discover what God is asking of them.  What difference does this make to the way they carry out their job and to their daily life?

	Resources:
	· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0eEHT6dCKbI – overview of the story of Moses.
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZ9ZL1dRghQ – Moses and the burning bush.
· Appendix lesson 3.


	Sensitivities:
	 

	Impact:
What do you notice as a teacher?
What do pupils say?
	In this box, note down anything that you heard a pupil say that would provide evidence towards their progress in RE.
Note down anything significant an additional adult has noticed.
Note down anything significant that happened in the lesson that will have an impact on the next lesson.











	[bookmark: _Hlk81220607]Lesson 4:  What does it mean for a believer to follow God’s call?



	Intentions: 
To give pupils opportunities to:

	· Understand what the word vocation means.
· Talk to believers and non-believers about their understanding of the word vocation.
· Consider what they personally understand by the word vocation and whether they think it makes a difference in how someone lives their life or how they might make a decision in life.

Key religious vocabulary:  Vocation.  

	Implementation:  
Outlining how to introduce the religious content in the classroom and create learning opportunities from it.
	Introduction:

Recap on previous week’s learning:

Key knowledge checking:
· To know what the word ‘vocation’ means.
· To know the story of Moses and the burning bush and the key message behind it.

Revisit sequencing activity from previous week’s lesson to ensure that pupils have a good understanding of the story of Moses.

Main teaching input:  (Investigate and explore)

Introduce this week’s question: What does it mean for a believer to follow God’s call? 

Invite a number of people to the lesson for pupils to interview about what it means to have a vocation and what difference it makes to their daily work and lives.  You may choose to have people from different faiths or you may choose to explore different understanding of vocation from a Christian perspective.

People you could consider inviting:

Religious vocation:
Bishop
Priest
Monk
Nun

A person of faith who believes they are carrying out a vocation God has called them to.  This may include someone who is doing a voluntary job or a full-time parent.

Include in the panel someone who believes what they are doing is vocational but does not have a faith.  How do they understand the word vocation and how does seeing what they do as a vocation differ from seeing it just as a job/task?

Ensure the panel is diverse in thought and what they bring to the discussion.  This will help pupils to get an understanding that from a Christian perspective, God calls all people to do different things.

Alternatively: Christians in sport. 

Listen to a podcast:  Eg  Look at https://www.christiansinsport.org.uk/resources/the-podcast/gavin-peacock/  (First 5 minutes – key.  Listen to all and pick out sections that will open up the discussion for you.)  or use another podcast of your choice.

Key question:
· What difference did it make to Gavin, when he became a Christian, to his response to being a professional footballer?  What motivates him?  What comes first – football or Christ for Gavin?  (Go to 30 min in.)

Main activity:  (Evaluate and communicate)

Having listened to a number of people about vocation or a podcast from a Christian who is a sports person and how that influences his/her response to sport, pupils independently answer the following questions:

· What is your understanding of the word vocation?
· From what you have heard, what difference does it make for a believer/person seeing what they do as a vocation/calling rather than just a job?
· What would you like to do in the future?  How do you think this will bring you joy?  How might it help someone else?  Why have you chosen what you have chosen – what motivates you most about your choice?

To note:  Model a written response to question three to ensure a high-quality response is given.

Plenary:  (Reflect and express)

Only believers have vocations.  Agree or disagree with the statement.

Discuss:

The aim of this task is to see how pupils understand and interpret the word vocation.


	Resources:
	· A panel of believers/non-believers.
· https://www.christiansinsport.org.uk/resources/the-podcast/gavin-peacock/

	Sensitivities:
	 

	Impact:
What do you notice as a teacher?
What do pupils say?
	In this box, note down anything that you heard a pupil say that would provide evidence towards their progress in RE.
Note down anything significant an additional adult has noticed.
Note down anything significant that happened in the lesson that will have an impact on the next lesson.




















	Lesson 5 How did Ruth demonstrate faith in God through selflessness?

To note:  Allow for 1.5 hours for this lesson.  You may wish to teach this lesson in two parts.



	Intentions: 
To give pupils opportunities to:


	· Explore and understand the story of Ruth and Naomi.
· Begin to understand what the words selflessness and sacrifice mean.
· Ask questions.
· Make links between the text and what a believer can learn about what it means to live a life of selflessness and sacrifice.

Key religious vocabulary:  Selflessness, sacrifice.  

	Implementation:  
Outlining how to introduce the religious content in the classroom and create learning opportunities from it.
	Introduction:

Part 1:

Recap on previous week’s learning:

Key knowledge checking:
· Prior knowledge learnt from lessons 1 – 4.

Prior knowledge gathering in small groups:

Key questions:
· Can you name some key woman in the Bible?
· What was their role in the Bible?  How were they important?  What can we learn from them?

Main teaching input:  (Investigate and explore)

Introduce this week’s question:   How did Ruth demonstrate faith in God through selflessness?   

Watch the clip – Ruth and Naomi.  Pause the clip at key points to ensure understanding and to recap key points.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VovWbGnt4BY

Key questions:
· What choices did Ruth make?
· What do think helped Ruth in making these choices?
· What promises does Ruth make to Naomi?
· Do you think Ruth made the right choices?  Why?
· Would you have made the same choice as her, or would you have done what Orpah did and have gone back to Moab and the people she knew?

Make the links between Ruth’s tough decision and ones that the pupils have had to make.

Ensure pupils understand the main themes in this story.  (Refer to background information for teachers.)

· What do you think this story teaches believers about love, friendship, doing what is right and self-sacrifice?  Can you think of any other stories that illustrate the same point?

Part 2:

Main activity:  (Evaluate and communicate)

Options:  Task 1 or 2

Task 1a:

List the decisions Ruth had to make.

· Stay with Naomi when she first leaves.
· Stay with Naomi when Orpah leaves.
· Go to the fields to get food for her and Naomi.
· Ask for help from Boaz.
· Marry Boaz.
· Include Naomi in her family

Task 1b:

What could the alternatives have been?

Task 1c:

Do you think she always made the right decision?  Explain your answer.

Task 2:

Look at the triptych painting of the story of Ruth by Thomas Rooke which shows Ruth supporting Naomi, then meeting Boaz, then Naomi holding Ruth’s son (ancestor of David).
In pairs pupils record on thought bubbles what each character might be thinking/feeling.

[image: ]

Plenary:  (Reflect and express)

The story of Ruth is a story of absolute selflessness.  If Ruth hadn’t chosen to trust God and show love to Naomi throughout, the story would have been a very different one.  


Key questions:
· Why do you think Ruth made the choices she did?
· Can you think of a time when you have had to make a choice between doing what you wanted and helping someone else?  What choice did you make?  How did it feel to make that choice?
· Why do you think God asks his followers to put others first?


	Resources:
	· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VovWbGnt4BY


	Sensitivities:
	· Be mindful of pupils who have had to make difficult decisions or seen difficult decisions having to be made in their family homes.
· Be mindful of pupils who have experienced death or who may be currently grieving.


	Impact:
What do you notice as a teacher?
What do pupils say?
	In this box, note down anything that you heard a pupil say that would provide evidence towards their progress in RE.
Note down anything significant an additional adult has noticed.
Note down anything significant that happened in the lesson that will have an impact on the next lesson.





	[bookmark: _Hlk66711147]Lesson 6:  Assessment



	Intentions: 
To give pupils opportunities to:
	· Revisit prior learning taught in the unit.
· Demonstrate knowledge learnt.
· Make links.
· Ask questions.

Key religious vocabulary:    Bible, Old Testament, People of God, faith, vocation, selflessness, sacrifice.

	Implementation:  
Outlining how to introduce the religious content in the classroom and create learning opportunities from it.
	Assessment activity:

Groups of three:

Pupils work in groups of three.

To note:  The role of the teacher during the task is to listen to pupils’ responses, to ask follow up questions and to address any misconceptions.

Each group is given a ‘talking tub’ that consists of the following:  (See appendix lesson 6a.)

· Paintings of Abraham, Moses and Ruth.
· Key words and images that are associated with each person.

Pupils are encouraged to complete the following steps:  You may wish to simplify these tasks or just do one of the steps.
Step 1:
· Pupils are given the opportunity to talk about each item/painting/words in the tub.  What can they remember from the unit of learning?   What things would they link together?   Pupils are encouraged throughout to use religious vocabulary in their talk and conversation.
Step 2:
· On strips of paper, pupils write down what they believe the key knowledge is for each item, using appropriate religious vocabulary.  (Key events that took place for each person, what actions did each person take, how did they respond to what God was requiring of them?  What can believers learn from each person?)
Step 3:
· [bookmark: _Hlk72023829]On a different coloured strip of paper, pupils write down any links/connections they can make/see between the different paintings/images and words (Trust, obedience, faith, commitment to God, leaders.)  Eg Do some of the words belong to more than one story?
Step 4:
· On speech bubbles, pupils write down any questions they still have related to the decisions each person made?  
Plenary:  (Reflect and express)

Return to the big question:    How did belief in God affect the actions of people in the Old Testament?

Recap on how belief in God affected each person’s actions.

(See appendix 6b.)

Abraham – had faith in God and so left his land and all his possessions just as God had requested him to.  God made him the Father of all the nations.
Moses – listened and followed God’s call which enabled him lead the Israelites to the promised land.
Ruth – showed unconditional love, what it means to be selfless and what self-sacrifice really means.

Making a decision:

In groups of 4, pupils are presented with the following scenario.  (Be mindful of your school context and re-write it if it is not appropriate for your current setting.)

Millie is eight years old.  She comes from a Christian family.  Millie attends church every week and her faith is very important to her.  She knows the two greatest commandments – love God and love your neighbour as yourself.

A new child joins her class.  His name is Fred.  Fred is very shy and doesn’t speak even when children try to speak to him.  At lunchtime Fred tries to join in playing football but soon becomes upset because his team are losing.  Millie sees Fred sitting on the bench crying.  Millie loves sport and she is meant to be attending football training this particular lunchtime.  It is the last training before the big match against another school.  If she doesn’t attend training, she can’t play in the match.    What do you think Millie should do?  Go training or sit with Fred and try and cheer him up?  Or do something different?  What might influence her decision?

Things to consider before making the decision.
· Millie is a Christian.
· Millie loves football and is very good at it. Her team rely on her.
· Fred is shy and doesn’t talk to anyone.
· Who might Millie go to, to ask for guidance?
· What might Millie do before she makes a decision?

Each group decides on what Millie should do with a clear reason for their answer.

Snowball:  One group joins another group and listens to their response.  As a group of eight, having heard each other’s responses – what is their new response?  Does the group agree to accept one of the group’s decision or do they come up with a different decision and reason for their choice?

	Resources:
	

	Sensitivities:
	· Be mindful of any new pupils or pupils who may struggle with friendships.

	Impact:
What do you notice as a teacher?
What do pupils say?
	In this box, note down anything that you heard a pupil say that would provide evidence towards their progress in RE.
Note down anything significant an additional adult has noticed.
Note down anything significant that happened in the lesson that will have an impact on the next lesson.
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