Why Is Remembrance Important?







Christianity

Peace Cranes.
“Paper Crane, I will write peace on your wings and you will fly all over the world.”
Sadeko Sasaki, aged 12.
An ancient Japanese legend says that your greatest wish will come true if you fold 1,000 origami cranes.

Sadeko Sasaki was only 2 years old when the atom bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, Japan in 1945.

She was not immediately affected, but 10 years later, as a direct result, she became very ill, developed Leukaemia and had to stay in hospital.

While Sadeko was in hospital, her best friend told her of the Japanese legend that is a person could fold 1,000 paper cranes, the gods would grant them a wish.

Sadeko wished to get better so that she could run again.

She started folding cranes, but unfortunately she was only able to fold 654 before she died at the age of 12.

Inspired by her courage and strength, Sadeko’s friends and classmates put together a book of her letters and published it.

They began to dream of building a monument to Sadeko and all of the children killed by the atom bomb.

Young people all over Japan helped collect money for the project.

In 1958, a statue of Sadeko holding a golden crane was unveiled in Hiroshima Peace Park.

The children also made a wish which is inscribed at the bottom of the statue and reads:

“This is our cry; this is our prayer, Peace in the world.”
Today, people all over the world fold paper cranes and send them to Sadeko’s monument in Hiroshima.
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