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Christianity

	Name of Unit:
Why Is Remembrance Important?
	Faith:
Christianity

	Key Stage in which this unit should be taught:
Key Stage 2
	Recommended Year Group (if specified):

	Previous Learning:
Possibly: What Do Christians Mean by Peace At Christmas? and What Are The Beatitudes and What Do They Mean For Christians?
(Depending on where this unit is placed in the school’s RE Curriculum Map.)

	AT1 Learning About Religion

Focus: Forms of expression.
	AT2 Learning From Religion

Focus: Values and commitments.

	What This Unit Teaches:
· Why is it important to remember?
· How does remembering help the cause of peace?

	Key RE Vocabulary:
Remembrance, remembering, Remembrance Day, Remembrance Sunday, book of remembrance, Christian, Christianity, faith, belief, All Souls Day, war, conflict, symbol, poppy, hope, ceremony, festival, church, parish, The Cenotaph, war memorial, silence, ritual, peace, peacemaker, believer, moral, value, hymn, prayer, refugee, asylum seeker, white poppy, influence, God,
	Cross-Curricular Links:
Literacy, Drama, Numeracy, Computing, Art and Design, History, Geography, Music, Dance, Personal, Social and Health Education, Citizenship.

	Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development:
Spiritual: Peace, peaceful reflection;
Moral: Moral issues relating to war and conflict, peaceful resolution of conflict;
Social: Investigate how communities function, relationships, co-operation between people and countries;
Cultural: What peace means in an international context and how this affects how people are able to live, war, conflicts and peace amongst and between cultures and faiths.
	Points To Note:
Ensure this teaching unit addresses current affairs.
Spend a moment each day, during the unit, reflecting in silence about peace.

	Sensitivities:
Please be aware of pupils who have had relations or family friends killed or injured in wars.

Also please be sensitive towards pupils’ fears about war from news reports and other images that they may have seen / reports that they may have heard.

This may include refugees and asylum seekers that are in your class who have witnessed war atrocities.
Teachers will need to be sensitive to the anxieties of pupils, particularly those who have experienced war conditions and channel their feelings to empathy and care for those enduring these experiences today.
	Possible Further Thinking and Extension Activities:
· Make a Peace Table in the class / school as a special table for pupils to go to when there is a conflict to be worked out;

· Sing or compose songs celebrating peace, the earth and all people;

· Create playground games that promote co-operating and working together as a team rather than competitively;

· Make a Classroom Pledge for Non-Violence. Encourage family involvement by sending home copies of the pledges for families to work with their children to make Family Pledges;

· Learn more about the United Nations and its efforts to keep international peace. Connect through the internet: www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/
· Learn about Nobel Peace Prize winners and others who have worked for peace;

· Devise a proposal to the School Council to consider having a pace event to link with local communities to let them know how the school feels about local conflicts;
· Write to local politicians, radio and television stations, newspapers, etc. to spread the word of peace;
· Find out about conscientious objectors from the Christian faith and how the Quakers responded in World War 2;

· Consider how to stand up for peace and take a stand against violence. How can you be a friend to others?

· Consider what it might mean to “love your neighbour” focusing on positive ways to contribute to support for people who are suffering from conflict;

· Read Psalm 23 or Psalm 46:10 – How might Christians or Jews interpret these in their lives?

· Investigate beliefs about peace in the other faiths.

	Future Learning:
Possibly: What Do Christians Mean By Peace At Christmas? and What Are The Beatitudes and What Do They Mean For Christians?

(Depending on where this unit is placed in the school’s RE Curriculum Map.)
Who Decides?


	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note / Resources

	Lesson 1

Pupils should:

use religious words to describe some of the ways in which people show their beliefs about remembrance;

(AT1)

Link things that are important to them and other people about remembering with the way they think and behave.

(AT2)
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	Why Is It Important To Remember?
Introduction:

Ask the pupils what does the word ‘remember’ mean?

What do we remember?

When do we remember?

Why do we remember?

Main Part of The Lesson:

Ask the pupils if they know what November traditionally is a time of doing?

Remembering.

· 1st November: All Saints Day - Remembering Saints;

· 2nd November: All Souls Day – Remembering people who have died, particularly those who have died in the last year;

· 5th November: Firework Night – Remembering how Guy Fawkes’ plot to blow up Parliament was foiled so that  people were not hurt or killed  and democracy of the country could continue;

· 11th November: Remembrance Day – Remembering all those who have died in wars, particularly the World Wars;

· The Sunday nearest 11th November: Remembrance Sunday – Also remembering all those who have died in wars, particularly the World Wars.

Why is it important to remember?

We are focusing on Remembrance Time around Remembrance Day and Remembrance Sunday.

What visible symbol is there around that reminds us of Remembrance?

The poppy.

Tell ‘The Poppies’ Story’ by Sharon Moughtin-Mumby.

Afterwards discuss the story of the poppy.

Include: 
· how poppies are red to remind people of the blood shed by the people who were fighting in the wars;

· how poppies grew in the war fields and they were a sign of hope, flowers growing amongst all the terrible consequences of the war.

Discuss why people wear a poppy.

Is it glorifying war or are there other reasons?

Discuss the work of the Royal British Legion, who makes the poppies and how the funds raised from donations of money that people give for them help people and their families who have been injured or killed in wars.

Do the pupils know of what happens in the country and churches on Remembrance weekend / Remembrance Day?

Have the pupils ever taken part in any Remembrance ceremonies?

· Explain about the Festival of Remembrance at The Royal Albert Hall, particularly focusing on the remembrance ceremony when poppy petals fall from the ceiling, each petal representing a person who has died in one of the wars.

· Explain about Remembrance Day services in churches.

· Explain about the Remembrance Day Ceremony held at The Cenotaph and at war memorials across the country.

· Explain about The 2 Minute Silence, held both on Remembrance Day and Remembrance Sunday, if it does not fall on 11th November that year.

Look at some of the words of remembrance that are said, sung and / or prayed in these different ceremonies.

Use video clips to show the pupils these different rituals and to help illustrate them to pupils.

How are different people showing their beliefs about remembrance?

Why is remembering important to many people?

Why is it still important to remember, even though the 2 world wars happened many years ago?

Why might remembering war times be particularly important to Christians and people of other faiths?

What guides them to remember?

Activity:
Make poppies for a school field of poppies. These should be made out of suitable materials that will be durable and have some permanency about them.

Each poppy can be made to remember a relation or family friend who died or was injured in a war.

Alternatively they could be made to remember local people who died in a war, the parish church will have a book of remembrance remembering local parishioners who died and / or names of war casualties may be recorded on local war memorials.

Plenary and Reflection:
The reflection on the ‘Remembrance Storytelling’ Resource by Sharon Moughtin-Mumby and adapted for RE can be used to end the lesson as reflecting on remembrance.
	Ensure this lesson addresses current affairs.
Resources: 

‘The Poppies’ Story’ by Sharon Moughtin-Mumby from Diddy Disciples Remembrance Resources;

‘Small world’ people and horses (such as Happyland or Fisher Price plastic figures, or wooden figures);
Brown cloth or tissue / crepe paper;

Video clips of: 
Festival of Remembrance at The Royal Albert Hall,

Remembrance Ceremony at The Cenotaph,

The 2 Minute Silence;

Materials for making poppies;

Reflection from ‘Remembrance Storytelling’ resource by Sharon Moughtin-Mumby adapted for RE;

Remembrance Poppies: one for each child and 10 extra.
Sensitivities:

Please be aware of pupils who have had relations or family friends killed or injured in wars.

Also please be sensitive towards pupils’ fears about war from news reports and other images that they may have seen / reports that they may have heard.
This may include refugees and asylum seekers that are in your class who have witnessed war atrocities.


	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note / Resources

	Lesson 2

Pupils should:

express religious beliefs and feelings about peace in a range of styles and words used by believers and suggest what they mean;

(AT1)

ask questions about the moral decisions they and other people make and suggest what might happen as a result of different decisions, including those made with reference to religious beliefs / values about peace.

(AT2)
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	How Does Remembering Help The Cause of Peace?
Introduction:

Remember with the pupils about the last lesson in this teaching unit about ‘Why Is Remembrance Important’ and what was felt and learnt.

Main Part of the Lesson:

Talk about how the remembering at Remembrance time is about remembering wars and conflicts, the opposite of which is peace.

What is peace?

Provide some thinking time while a remembrance hymn is played for pupils to reflect on what ‘peace’ is.

What is the hymn / song saying about remembrance and peace?

Peace is the hope and prayers that people who are remembering will be hoping for and people of faith will be praying for.

Consider what peace between countries means. What is different when there is no peace? What are the difficulties that lead to times of conflict?

Talk about how it must be to live in a country where there is no peace. Investigate local issues around the dangers left behind by refugees or asylum seekers.

Depending on topical news items, pupils may speak of issues to do with death and injury, lack of sanitation or food, lack of homes or education. Teachers will need to be sensitive to the anxieties of pupils, particularly those who have experienced war conditions and channel their feelings to empathy and care for those enduring these experiences today.

Consider how it must be to come to a time of peace after a time of war.

Look at and talk about the White Poppy as a symbol of peace.

Encourage the pupils to talk about whether feeling peaceful makes a difference to living alongside others.

How is it different if they are feeling irritated and argumentative?

How can a situation of conflict be changed into a situation of peace: 
· Individually?

· In a group?

· In a class?

· In a school?

· In a country? Nationally?

· Between countries? Internationally?

Why might people want to turn conflict into peace?

What might guide people to be peacemakers?

What signs of peace are there in the school / around the parish / local area?

The class could go on a Peace Trail, looking for signs of peace.

How do these examples of peace help the school / church / parish / local area to be more peaceful?

Why is this important?

What is influencing each person / group / organisation to be peaceful?

Christians use the phrase “The peace of God.”

What do Christians mean by the phrase “The peace of God?”

How does this affect their lives?

What does this peace mean to them in their daily life?

What does this peace mean to them in times of difficulty?

Christians in the class and / or school could be asked about this.

Is it similar for people of other faiths? How?

What other references to peace are there in the Christian faith?

What do they mean?

What other references to peace are there in the other faiths?

What do they mean?

How does remembering help the cause of peace?

Activity:
Read ‘Peacetimes’ around the class and select some of the statements in the book to be illustrated by the class with pictures or photographs from their own lives or from newspapers or magazines illustrating topical situations.

Plenary:
Read the story of ‘Peace Cranes’ and make some origami peace cranes for the school, writing on them wishes and hopes of peace for those who are not at peace. For pupils of faith, these wishes and hopes may be prayers of peace.

The peace cranes can be hung on a peace tree in the school or the school grounds.

Alternatively they could be given / sent to people in need of peace or sent to The Children’s Peace Monument in Hiroshima’s Peace Park.
	Ensure this lesson addresses current affairs.

To send a thousand peace cranes to the Children’s Monument in Hiroshima’s Peace Park, string them on garlands of 100 peace cranes each and mail them to:

Office of The Mayor.

City of Hiroshima.

6-34, Kokutaiji-Machi,

1, Chome Naka-ku,

HIROSHIMA
730

JAPAN.
Resources:
Recordings of Remembrance hymns / songs;

‘Peacetimes’ by Scholes.

Bertha Press. ISBN 1-84148-006-1

Topical newspaper articles, radio and television news reports, make use of news internet sites;

The Bible;

Other sacred texts;

‘Peace Cranes,’

‘The Story of The Peace Crane’ or an alternative version of the story of Sadako and The Peace Cranes;

Details on how to fold origami peace cranes can be found on:

www.ppu.org.uk/learn/early/cranes_early_years.html
Sensitivities:

Please be aware of pupils who have had relations or family friends killed or injured in wars.

Also please be sensitive towards pupils’ fears about war from news reports and other images that they may have seen / reports that they may have heard.
This may include refugees and asylum seekers that are in your class who have witnessed war atrocities.
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