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                                                                                                                        [image: ]Big question:  How does the symbol of light help us to understand the meaning of Christmas for Christians?	                                       


Religious vocabulary:
· Incarnation:  See background knowledge for teachers.
· Christmas:  Christian Festival that marks the birth of Jesus Christ.
· Christingle:  See background knowledge for teachers.
· Light of the world:  See background knowledge for teachers.
· Holy: To be set apart, belonging to or devoted to God.
· Halo:  A circle of light shown around or above the head of a holy person or saint to represent their holiness. 


What a child should be able to do:  (Assessment)
Ways of expressing meaning:
· I can talk about Jesus as the light of the world.  (WT)
· I recognise that religious symbols help explain a religious message.  (Exp)
· I can use religious vocabulary to describe some of the different ways that believers see Jesus as their guiding light.  (GD)
Questions of values and commitments:
· I can identify what is important to me and other people.  (WT)
· I can express my own ideas and recognise that others may have a different idea.  (Exp)
· I am beginning to make links with things that are important to me with the way I think and behave.  (GD)  (Eg – who my guiding light is and how they influence how I behave and think.)





Sensitivities:

Be mindful of pupils’ cultural backgrounds and beliefs.


What a child needs to know and remember by the end of the unit:
· To know and remember the meaning of the core concept:  Incarnation.
· To understand why Jesus referred to himself as the light of the world.
· To know and remember the meaning of the symbols in the Christingle.
· To know and remember the key religious vocabulary and what each word means.
· 
Weekly questions:
Week 1:  What does Jesus mean when He says “I am the light of the world?”    
Week 2:  What do you think the most important symbol on the Christingle is and why? 
Week 3:  How and why do artists use the symbol of light in their religious paintings?  
Week 4:  Who is your guiding light?   
Core concept:  Incarnation

	Background knowledge for teachers:

Core concept:

Incarnation:
The New Testament presents Jesus as the answer: the Messiah and Saviour, who will repair the effects of sin and the Fall and offer a way for humans to be at one with God again.  Incarnation means that Jesus is God in the flesh, and that, in Jesus, God came to live among humans.

Biblical text analysis:  John 8: 12

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

Chapter Summary  (Extract from Bible.ref.com)
 
Context Summary

This is the second of John's seven "I AM" statements. The first came when Jesus was preaching to the crowd in Capernaum, the morning after feeding thousands with a small boy's lunch (John 6:35).  Later in this same chapter Jesus will use a slightly different version of this idea—not part of the primary seven "I AM" statements—resulting in rage from the Pharisees.

This incident occurs during the Feast of Booths in Jerusalem.  Jesus has already used festival rituals as analogies for His role as Messiah (John 7:37–38).  As part of this major festival, lamps would be lit using wicks made from priestly garments.  In addition, light was a powerful metaphor in Hebrew thinking (Psalm 84:11; Malachi 4:2). "Light," for the Jewish person, was the ultimate ideal, a representation of salvation, knowledge, and goodness.  For Jesus to claim to be the "light of the world" was no small thing.  In fact, it is a claim to equality with God.  Even further, the Greek of this passage indicates Jesus' claim to be "the" light, not merely "a" light.  In the text's original Greek, Christ says "Egō eimi to phos tou kosmou," which explicitly claims He is the single, solitary source of "light."  Here we have Jesus giving a clear indication of his true identity – God incarnate.  This conversation between Jesus and the Pharisees becomes more and more heated.  Eventually, Jesus' opponents are enraged enough to attempt killing Him right then and there.

The Christingle:  (Extract from the Children’s Society)
[image: ]

Christingle celebrations have been taking place for over 50 years.  The first Christingle service took place at Lincoln Cathedral in 1968, but Christingles themselves go back much further to the Moravian church in Germany.  At a children’s service in Marienborn in 1747, Bishop Johannes de Watteville looked for a simple way to explain the happiness that had come to people through Jesus, and created a symbol — the Christingle — to do this.

Each element of a Christingle has a special meaning and helps to tell the Christian story:
· The orange represents the world.
· The red ribbon (or tape) symbolises the love and blood of Christ.
· The sweets and dried fruit represent all of God’s creations.
· The lit candle represents Jesus’s light in the world, bringing hope to people living in darkness.


Holman Hunt:  The light of the world.  The link below will give you an explanation of the meaning behind the painting. 

https://www.stpauls.co.uk/documents/Education/Light%20of%20the%20world%20booklet.pdf







	Lesson 1:  What does Jesus mean when He says “I am the light of the world?”

	Intentions: 
To give pupils opportunities to:
	· Talk about what the words light and dark mean to them.
· Begin to understand what Jesus meant when He said ‘ I am the light of the world.”
· Begin to express their own ideas.
Key religious vocabulary:  Incarnation, Light of the world

	Implementation:  
Outlining how to introduce the religious content in the classroom and create learning opportunities from it.
	Introduction:

Display a range of objects and pictures all related to light.

Eg:  torches, bike light, fairy lights, candles, lightbulb, Birthday cake, natural light sources – sun, lighthouse, picture of Jesus

Key question:
· What do all these things have in common?
· Why do you think a picture of Jesus is in the mix?

Darken the room and only have a candle on.

Key questions:

· How does it feel sitting here with very little light?
· What does the light help us to do?
· Can you think of other situations where having light is really important?  (Light house, street lamps, traffic lights) 
· What would happen if we blew the candle out?  How might we feel if we were sitting in darkness?
· Do we feel different when we are sitting in the light?

Draw out from the pupils the different emotions/feelings associated with darkness and light.

Eg:  Darkness:   Fear, frightened, unsure, sad, worried.  Light:  Safe, happy, secure, protected.

Main teaching input:  (Investigate and explore)
Introduce the big question for the unit:  How does the symbol of light help us to understand the meaning of Christmas for Christians?	                                       
Introduce this week’s question:  What does Jesus mean when He says “I am the light of the world?”

Show a painting of Jesus as the light of the world (See appendix lesson 1)

Key questions:
· What can you see in this painting?
· What do you notice?
· Do you see any light in this painting?
· Where is the light?

Talk about how Jesus was called ‘the light of the world’ and that His birth was seen as a light for the dark world.  Refer to background knowledge for teachers. 

Key questions:
· What do you think Jesus means when he says: - “I am the light of the world”?
· Why do you think Jesus refers to himself as the light of the world?

Biblical text analysis:  John 8: 12

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

Talk with pupils about what this verse means:  Refer to background knowledge for teachers. 

Introduce the core concept and its meaning:  Incarnation

Talk to the pupils about how God wanted to rescue his people from everything that had gone wrong in the world and wanted to help them to understand who he was.  In Jesus, God came to live among His people.  Incarnation means Jesus is God in the flesh.

Christians identify Jesus as the light of the world guiding them, providing them with direction for life. 

Main activity:  (Evaluate and communicate)

This task can either be done individually or in pairs or small groups.  Pupils can create their own word banks or teachers can provide pupils with words which they have to then sort accordingly.

Under the headings light and dark, pupils create a word bank of emotions they feel linked with the words OR pupils sort the words they have been given into the two groups – words linked with light and words linked with dark.

Pupils then choose the three emotions that they think best describe how they feel when they think of the words light and dark.

Snowball:  Two groups/two pairs/ two pupils come together to discuss the three words they have chosen giving reasons for their choice.

Plenary:  (Reflect and express)

Recapping back on the previous part of the lesson:

Circle time:  I think Jesus says he is the light of the world because…..


	Resources:
	· Holman Hunt’s painting - the light of the world.  Appendix 1,

	Sensitivities:
	· Be mindful of pupils who may be afraid of the dark or visually impaired.

	Impact:
What do you notice as a teacher?
What do pupils say?
	In this box, note down anything that you heard a pupil say that would provide evidence towards their progress in RE.
Note down anything significant an additional adult has noticed.
Note down anything significant that happened in the lesson that will have an impact on the next lesson.





	Lesson 2:  What do you think the most important symbol on the Christingle is and why?

	Intentions: 
To give pupils opportunities to:
	· Explore the different symbols present in the Christingle and what each symbol represents.
Key religious vocabulary:   Incarnation, light of the world, Christingle 

	Implementation:  
Outlining how to introduce the religious content in the classroom and create learning opportunities from it.
	Introduction:

Recap on previous week’s learning.

Key knowledge checking:
· The meaning of the word incarnation.
· To know why light is so important?
· To know why Jesus called himself the light of the world.
· To know that Christians often identify Jesus as their guiding light, showing them the way to live their lives.

Show a Christingle.

Key questions: 
· What can you see on the Christingle?
· What do you think each part might mean?

Main teaching input:  (Investigate and explore)
Introduce this week’s question:   What do you think the most important symbol on the Christingle is and why? 

Construct the Christingle and explain the meaning of each part of it.  Refer to background knowledge for teachers.

Main activity:  (Evaluate and communicate)

Pupils to make their own Christingle.

Key question:
· What do you think the most important symbol on the Christingle is and why?

Plenary:  (Reflect and express)

Share with pupils a range of words/phrases that could be linked with the message of the Nativity:

Eg:  Hope, light in the darkness, love, joy, peace, celebration, friendship, gift for the whole world, everyone is welcome.

Read the Nativity story to the pupils.

Key questions:
· If you had to choose one word/phrase to add to the Christingle to help explain the meaning of Christmas, which word would you choose and why.  Pupils may choose a word or phrase of their own.


	Resources:
	· Equipment to make Christingles.

	Sensitivities:
	 

	Impact:
What do you notice as a teacher?
What do pupils say?
	In this box, note down anything that you heard a pupil say that would provide evidence towards their progress in RE.
Note down anything significant an additional adult has noticed.
Note down anything significant that happened in the lesson that will have an impact on the next lesson.













	Lesson 3:  How and why do artists use the symbol of light in their religious paintings?  
(This lesson requires 2 hours to do well – it can be done in 2 sessions and be combined with an art lesson.)

	Intentions: 
To give pupils opportunities to:

	· Know how artists use light in their paintings to identify the important message of Christmas.
· Identify what is important to them.
· Express their own ideas related to the Nativity story.
Key religious vocabulary:  Incarnation, Holy, halo

	Implementation:  
Outlining how to introduce the religious content in the classroom and create learning opportunities from it.
	Introduction:

Recap on previous week’s learning.

Key knowledge checking:
· To know what each symbol means on the Christingle.

Introduce the word ‘holy’.  Explain its meaning – to be set apart, belonging to or devoted to God.

Main teaching input:  (Investigate and explore)
Introduce this week’s question:  How and why do artists use the symbol of light in their religious paintings?  

Explore a number of paintings associated with the Nativity.  (See appendix lesson 3) 

Key questions to focus on:
· Can you identify where the light is the brightest in the painting?  Why do you think the light is shone where it is?
· Where does the light come from?
· What things in the paintings do you think are holy?  How does the artist show what is holy and what isn’t?
· Can you notice anything that is similar in all of the paintings?  Why do you think this might be?  
· Do you notice anything else, as well as light, the artist uses to show what is important to focus on in the painting?

Key things to pull out from the investigation of the paintings:

· Artists use light to draw the person to the focal point of the painting – the incarnation and the key things that enable the incarnation to happen eg Mary, the angels.
· Artists also use halos in religious art to depict things that are holy in the paintings.  Often halos were only given to God, Jesus and Mary the mother of God but over time, artists have used halos to depict saintly figures and other sacred figures.

Main activity:  (Evaluate and communicate)

Pupils decide on which aspect of the Nativity scene they would like to recreate in art form.  (Teachers decide which mediums they would like the pupils to use.)



Key things the pupils need to include in their art:

· Where in their piece of art do they want the person to focus in on when they look at the art?
· How will they use the light to help centre the painting?
· Where will they place the halo?  Can they explain the reason for their choice?

Plenary:  (Reflect and express)
‘Picture gallery’ made on table tops.

· Pupils to walk around the class looking at each other’s art work.
· Pupils encouraged to ask questions of their peers and identify where the light is and what it means. 
· Pupils encouraged to ask questions of their peers as to why they have placed the halos where they have.

To note:  This lesson provides the teacher with the opportunity for formative assessment:  Do pupils demonstrate an understanding of the religious vocabulary – holy?  Do pupils understand what Jesus means when he says  “I am the light of the world and how artists use the idea of light to show this in their art work?”  Do pupils  use the word incarnation with understanding when they explain their art work?



	Resources:
	· Appendix lesson 3.

	Sensitivities:
	 

	Impact:
What do you notice as a teacher?
What do pupils say?
	In this box, note down anything that you heard a pupil say that would provide evidence towards their progress in RE.
Note down anything significant an additional adult has noticed.
Note down anything significant that happened in the lesson that will have an impact on the next lesson.












	Lesson 4:  Who is your ‘guiding light?’

	Intentions: 
To give pupils opportunities to:


	· Recap on why Jesus said he was the light of the world.
· Talk about why Christians refer to Jesus as their guiding light.
· Know the importance of the star in showing the wisemen to the stable.
· Express their own views about who is their guiding light.
· Begin to make links with their ‘guiding light’ and how that individual influences how they think and behave.
Key religious vocabulary:   Incarnation, light of the world 

	Implementation:  
Outlining how to introduce the religious content in the classroom and create learning opportunities from it.
	Introduction:

Recap on previous three weeks’ knowledge:  (Teachers decide the best way of doing this.)

Key knowledge checking:
· To know why light is so important.
· To know why Jesus called himself the light of the world.
· To know that Christians often identify Jesus as their guiding light, showing them the way to live their lives.
· To know what each symbol means on the Christingle.
· To know the meaning of the religious vocabulary incarnation, holy and halo.
· To know how artists, use light and halos in their religious paintings to show the most important aspects of the painting.

Refer back to last week’s lesson and the painting depicting the wisemen travelling to Bethlehem.

Key question:
· Where is the light shining the brightest in this painting?  Why do you think the artist placed the ‘light’ here?

Main teaching input:  (Investigate and explore)
Introduce this week’s question:  Who is your ‘guiding light?’

Biblical text analysis:  Matthew 2:  1 -12

Watch:  The story of Christmas (Jesus and the wisemen)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zk1LhnqROCM

Key things to pull out:

· The role the star played in leading the wisemen to Jesus,
· The star was a guide / light to follow which would lead the wisemen to see the new king.
· Discuss what the word ‘guide’ means. A guide leads, a guide takes you to places, a guide can teach you new things, is trustworthy …
· Discuss the phrase ‘A guiding light.’ What do the pupils think the phrase means?
· Return to the big question - How does the symbol of light help us to understand the meaning of Christmas for Christians?	                                       
· Draw out with the pupils about light being a guide to show people the way.  Christians believe that Jesus was born as God in human form, (Incarnation) to show people the right way to live.
· Who do they think is a guiding light in their lives?
· Can they think of ways that they might be a guiding light to others?

Main activity:  (Evaluate and communicate)

Biblical text analysis:  John 8: 12

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

Pupils to explore two questions:

· Jesus is a guiding light for many Christians.  What sorts of things might a Christian do because they follow Jesus?  (Pull on prior learning from other units where pupils would have been taught about who Jesus is.  Gather knowledge from pupils about the character of Jesus.)

· Who is your guiding light?  Describe them.  What sorts of things do you do because you follow your guiding light’s example?  Teachers to model an example of this.
Eg:

	Jesus as a guiding light
	My guiding light

	Five words/sentences to describe Jesus:


Things people might do because they follow Jesus:





	Five words/sentences to describe your ‘guiding light.’


Things you do because you follow the example of your ‘guiding light.’



Plenary:  (Reflect and express)  Assessment opportunity

Return to the big question:  How does the symbol of light help us to understand the meaning of Christmas for Christians?

Key questions:
· What do you now know that you didn’t know before?
· What new religious vocabulary have you learnt and what does it mean?
· What can you tell me about the symbol of light and how it connects to the meaning of Christmas?
· What can you now tell me about Jesus?
· Are there any questions you would like to ask?


	Resources:
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zk1LhnqROCM


	Sensitivities:
	 

	Impact:
What do you notice as a teacher?
What do pupils say?
	In this box, note down anything that you heard a pupil say that would provide evidence towards their progress in RE.
Note down anything significant an additional adult has noticed.
Note down anything significant that happened in the lesson that will have an impact on the next lesson.
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