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Governance Briefing: 
Return to School September 2021  

 

 

This briefing summarises the main guidance issued by the Department for Education (DfE) over the 

course of the summer, to assist you in effective governance in this new academic year. We also offer 

our advice about hybrid meetings and invite you to join Governorhub at a reduced rate, which we 

have negotiated for all LDBS schools.  

DfE’s general operational guidance  

On 27th August 2021, the DfE re-issued guidance for schools to reduce the risk of transmission of 

coronavirus: Schools COVID-19 operational guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). 

Changes from previous operational guidance include: 

• There are fewer requirements on risk minimisation in schools (e.g. class bubbles are no 

longer required; assemblies are allowed; parents may enter school premises).  

• There are new rules on self-isolation for close contacts of people with Covid-19.  

• Attendance is now mandatory for all pupils. Governors should discuss attendance with 

senior leaders on a regular basis, particularly of vulnerable children.  

• The school must continue to have a Covid-19 Risk Assessment that implements public health 

measures and controls. Governors must continue to maintain oversight of the school’s 

Covid-19 risk assessment and treat it as a living document.  

• Schools must publish an ‘outbreak management plan’ or ‘contingency plan’ describing what 

they would do if pupils or staff test positive for Covid-19, or how they would operate if they 

were advised by local public health authorities or the DfE to reintroduce specific measures 

to help break chains of transmission. This should be reviewed and approved by Governors. 

The DfE’s Contingency Framework is here: Contingency framework: education and childcare 

settings (publishing.service.gov.uk). 

Legal obligation to provide remote learning 

On 18th August 2021, the Secretary of State extended for the full 2021/2 academic year the 

application of the Remote Education Temporary Continuity Direction, which was originally enacted 

in October 2020. This Direction imposes a legal requirement on schools to provide remote education 

to all pupils who are unable to attend school due to Covid-19. Governors should continue to monitor 

the school’s remote learning provision to pupils: Remote Education Temporary Continuity (No.2) 

Direction: explanatory note - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk).  

Tutoring grants to schools 

On 1st September 2021, the DfE issued new guidance about the National Tutoring Programme, which 

will continue throughout 2021/2: School-led tutoring guidance (publishing.service.gov.uk). There are 

now three models of tutoring available to schools in England, each of which has its own funding 

model, partly from the DfE and partly from the school itself (for e.g. through use of pupil premium). 

These are: tuition partners; academic mentoring; and school-led tutoring. Governors should 

consider, with the SLT, which model is most appropriate for the needs of their pupils.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1011704/20210817_Contingency_Framework_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1011704/20210817_Contingency_Framework_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1014466/School-led_tutoring_guidance.pdf
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New guidance on understanding data 

Understanding your data: a guide for school governors and academy trustees - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk) 

This new publication from the DfE brings together a range of data to help boards analyse, discuss, 

and challenge the educational and financial performance of their school or academy trust. It 

provides practical advice on how governors should analyse data in the areas of 

attendance/exclusions, academic performance, financial performance and benchmarking, 

safeguarding and wellbeing, and stakeholder engagement.  

New statutory admissions code 

A new statutory admissions code came into effect on 1st September 2021: School admissions code 

2021 (publishing.service.gov.uk). This sets out mandatory requirements and guidelines for all 

admissions authorities, governing boards, schools adjudicators and admissions appeals panels. 

The LDBS Admissions Adviser, Penny Harvey, has already been in contact with all of our schools 

about the actions they need to take to comply with the new code. You can contact her with specific 

queries on: penny.harvey@london.anglican.org.  

Governance updates 

On 15th July 2021, the DfE issued a new school governance update:  

• Governors in local authority maintained schools: Local authority maintained schools - school 

governance update July 2021 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

• Trustees and local governing body members in academies: Academy trusts: school 

governance update: July 2021 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Hybrid governor meetings  

We strongly recommend that governors should resume meeting in person, at school. However, 

there will be circumstances where this is not possible. We offer the following recommendations 

about hybrid meetings: 

• Use a conference microphone for those governors who attend in person, to ensure that all 

discussions can be properly heard by governors who attend remotely.  

• Enable all governors who are attending remotely to participate actively in the discussion, 

perhaps by seeking contributions on an individual (named) basis. 

• Note in the minutes that the meeting has been hybrid in nature, and identify which 

governors attended remotely.  

• Emphasise that all governors must closely evaluate the minutes, to ensure their accuracy.  

• At the end of the meeting, summarise the action points to ensure that all governors have a 

collective understanding of their responsibilities in between meetings.  

Governorhub **discounted rate** for LDBS schools  

We have arranged a discounted Governorhub service for all LDBS schools, at the reduced rate of just 

£100 per year. A subscription to Governorhub and The Key is available for just £350 per year. Please 

contact Leanne Gowar if you would like to join this service: leanne.gowar@london.anglican.org.  

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/understanding-your-data-a-guide-for-school-governors-and-academy-trustees/understanding-your-data-a-guide-for-school-governors-and-academy-trustees
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/understanding-your-data-a-guide-for-school-governors-and-academy-trustees/understanding-your-data-a-guide-for-school-governors-and-academy-trustees
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1001050/School_admissions_code_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1001050/School_admissions_code_2021.pdf
mailto:penny.harvey@london.anglican.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-governance-update/local-authority-maintained-schools-school-governance-update-july-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-governance-update/local-authority-maintained-schools-school-governance-update-july-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-governance-update/academy-trusts-school-governance-update-july-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-governance-update/academy-trusts-school-governance-update-july-2021
mailto:leanne.gowar@london.anglican.org
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LDBS advice and services 

Your School Link Adviser and our Head of Governance Services, Anne Messer, are all happy to assist 

if you have any questions or would like practical advice during this time. Please refer to our website 

for individual contact details: Our Staff | London Diocesan Board for Schools (ldbs.co.uk) 

 

 

10th September 2021 

https://ldbs.co.uk/history/staff/

