Incarnation: What Do Christians mean by Peace at Christmas?






Christianity

	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 1
Pupils should: 

· Investigate the question ‘What exactly is peace?’ Consider what might be the same and different for religious people.

· Ask important questions about peace and compare my ideas with those of other people.

	
	(

	What Exactly Is Peace?
Introduction:
Read the story or show the You Tube presentation of ‘Five Minutes Peace’ by Jill Murphy.

Discuss what Mrs Large was looking for. What kind of peace was she seeking? Why?

Explain to the pupils that the Bible has much to say about peace. Show some Bible verses on the IWB to illustrate this, along with some Christmas carols which also speak about peace. 

Bible verses could include:

 Isaiah 54:10, Psalm 119:165, Galatians 5:22, Romans 12:18, Philippians 4:7, Colossians 3:15

Carols could include:
O Little Town of Bethlehem – ‘…and peace to men on earth’

Silent Night – ‘Sleep in heavenly peace’

Hark The Herald Angels Sing – ‘Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace’

Use talk partner work and class discussion to begin to explore the meaning of peace through some of these references.

Main Activity:
In groups, ask the pupils to look up and record various definitions of peace using a range of dictionaries. 

Once they have done this, encourage them to sort the definitions into 2 interpretations:

1. Peace in yourself (internal)

2. Peace in the world (external)

For those pupils requiring support, the definitions could already be written on cards for them to discuss and sort.
Plenary: 
The teacher could finish the session by sharing an object, picture or piece of music which represents peace to them.

Set a homework task for the pupils: ask them to find out and bring in an item from their own family member/s which they feel represents peace. This can be shared during the next lesson.
	The homework session will be set as part of the plenary and the pupils work will be required to launch the start of the next lesson.
RE Vocabulary:
Peaceful
Tranquil

Calm

Prince of Peace

Heavenly peace
Faith

Prayer
Reflection

Harmony
Unity
Love
Conflict

Discord

Internal peace

External peace
Resources: 

Book: ‘Five Minutes Peace’ by Jill Murphy

Christmas carols

Resources (cont)
Bible references

Range of dictionaries

‘Peace’ item from teacher to share
Sensitivities: 

To take account of children who have experienced turmoil through home life or political reasons.
Peace and stillness for some pupils could be frightening.



	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 2
Pupils should: 

· Describe what a Christian might learn about peace from the Bible.
· Ask important questions about peace and compare my ideas with those of other people.


	(
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	What Do Christians Believe About The Peace That Jesus Brings?
Introduction:

Teacher begins this lesson by reminding the pupils of the object or music shared last week – something that represented peace.

Invite a few pupils to share some of their findings from the homework set at the end of the last lesson. Ask why and how these items represent peace to particular family members.
Main Teaching:

Christians often refer to Jesus as the ‘Prince of Peace’. Read together Isaiah 9:6 and show some images to represent this Eg Christmas cards.
In groups:
· Encourage the pupils to read again Isaiah 9:6 and share their ideas. With effective questioning, help pupils to begin to develop an understanding of why Christians view Jesus as Prince of Peace. (see notes below)
Explain context of the passage, highlighting that the Old Testament scripture was a prophecy made 700 years before the birth of Christ.

Questions:
Why do you think Jesus was (and still is) referred to as the Prince of Peace?

How might the prophecy help us today?

How did Jesus live this out?
Teacher to gather feedback and record the main ideas to share with whole class on IWB. Make reference to the 2 interpretations of peace (internal and external) and discuss how Christians believe that Jesus came 
to bring peace of both kinds into our world – peace in ourselves and peace with one another. 
Individually:
· Provide a wide range of art materials and encourage the pupils to design their own symbol to represent peace.
Plenary:

Pupils sit in a circle and listen to some peaceful music. Encourage them to share with each other some of the symbols they have made and explain why/how they represent peace.
For reflection:

Why does peace seem more important at Christmas than at any other time?

	Isaiah foretold the coming of the Messiah 700 years before the birth of Christ.
International Peace Day - 21st September
RE Vocabulary:
Messiah

Prince of Peace

Wonderful Counsellor

Mighty God

Everlasting Father

Old Testament  scripture

Isaiah

Prophecy

Symbol
Resources: 
Artefacts representing peace

Christmas cards/images representing Prince of Peace

Bibles
Quiet /peaceful  Christian music
Range of art materials

Sensitivities: 

Please be mindful of children who have experienced turmoil through home life or political reasons.

Peace and stillness for some pupils could be frightening.



	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 3
Pupils should: 

Describe what Jesus
teaches about peace.
Express their ideas about peace with reference to the Bible.
Describe how Anglican priests use liturgy to remind Christians of God’s peace.

	(
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	What Does The Bible Tell Us About Jesus’ Message of Peace?

Introduction:

Set the pupils the task of finding out what Jesus teaches in the Bible about peace.

Main Activity:

Teacher to write a different Bible verse on 5/6 large pieces of card and place one card on each table. Suggested verses:

Matthew 5:9

Matthew 11: 28-30

John 14: 27

John 16:33

John 20:19

Encourage mixed ability groups to visit each table in turn. Pupils to read the verse on the card and discuss. In response, ask pupils to write down any thoughts and questions that they may have using a pink pen. As they move around the different tables they can be encouraged to write down responses to any of these questions using a green pen.
Throughout this whole process, the teacher should serve as the facilitator asking probing questions to extend pupils thinking and understanding.

Plenary:
Invite the pupils to share which verse has made the greatest impact upon them or has made them think the most.

Reflect:

Why is this verse important to you?

What questions does this verse raise for you?

What challenge or comfort might this verse provide for Christians?

What do you find most interesting about what Jesus has to say about peace?

For homework or extension work the pupils can look at this piece of Anglican liturgy spoken by the priest and discuss what they think it means and why it is important for Christians:

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

	RE Vocabulary:
Bible

Jesus
Peace

Peacemaker

Comfort
Prayer

Reflection
Anglican

Liturgy
Resources: 

Bible verses on large pieces of card
Pink and green pens

Examples of liturgy



	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 4
Pupils should: 

Make links between the symbol of peace (dove) and the Bible, describing why it is used by Christians as a symbol of peace. 
Make a connection between the Christmas story and the religious value ‘peace’.
Reflect and ask questions about what peace means to self and others.


	(

	
	How Does The Church Live Out Its Message of Peace, 
Especially at Christmas Time?
Introduction:

Begin the lesson by reminding pupils of the symbols of peace that they designed during the last lesson. 
Show the symbol of the dove and ask the pupils why they think Christians refer to this as a symbol of peace.

(The use of a dove and olive branch as a symbol of peace originated with the early Christians, who portrayed the act of baptism accompanied by a dove holding an olive branch in its beak)

Recap on the 2 interpretations of peace:

Internal – peace within ourselves 
External – peace in the world
Main Activity:

Explain that for Christians peace is two-fold; both peace within self and peace within our communities and the wider world.
Through talk partners and class discussion consider what peace means to a Christian when thinking of inner peace and peace within the world.

(This could provide a good assessment opportunity – TA to scribe?)

Pupils to be given a template of a dove (or could create their own) on which to record their own thoughts and ideas:
Wing 1 - pupils can write or draw what personal peace means to them. Wing 2 – pupils can record those things which contribute to peace within their school/community/country/world. 

Plenary:

Share the pupil’s thoughts by looking at a selection of the completed doves.

Emphasise that the Christian message will only ‘fly’/work if it contains the 2 elements of peace.

Conclude by asking the enquiry question:

 ‘What do Christians mean by peace at Christmas?’

(This also provides a good opportunity for an end of unit assessment)
	RE Vocabulary:
Peace

Symbol

Christmas

Jesus

Christian

Dove
Olive branch
Baptism

Internal/inner peace

External peace

Prayer

Reflection

Resources: 

Peace symbols designed by pupils

Image of the dove as a symbol of peace

Template of dove

Sensitivities: 

Be aware of pupils and families who may not have happy or peaceful experiences of celebrating Christmas.
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