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Christianity

	Name of Unit:
What Can We Learn From Wisdom?
	Faith:
Christianity

	Key Stage in which this unit should be taught:
Key Stage 2
	Recommended Year Group (if specified):
Lower Key Stage 2 or Year 5

	Previous Learning:
Why Is It Important To Listen To and Remember The Stories Jesus Told? What Are God’s Rules For Living?
Possibly: How Did Belief In God Affect The Actions of People In The Old Testament? What Do The Miracles of Jesus Teach? (Depending on where this unit is placed in the school’s Curriculum Map for RE.)

	AT1 Learning About Religion

Focus: Beliefs, teachings and sources.
	AT2 Learning From Religion

Focus: Meaning, purpose and truth.

	What This Unit Teaches:
· Why is wisdom important?
· What wisdom can you offer and from where does this wisdom come?

	Key RE Vocabulary:
Wisdom, wise, Christian, Christianity, faith, teachings, source, The Bible, sacred writings, believer, learn, leader, vicar, priest, Book of Proverbs, proverb, quote, value, lessons learnt.
	Cross-Curricular Links:
Personal, Social and Health Education, Literacy, Computing, Art and Design, Citizenship.

	Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development:
Spiritual: Reflecting on wisdom, giving our future self wisdom to live by;
Moral: Moral guidance given in wisdom;
Social: Wisdom that guides social relationships;

Cultural: Wisdom from different faiths and cultures, commonality in wisdom.
	Points To Note:
If possible, the ‘wall of wisdom’ should be constructed in a central area so that the whole school can learn from it.

	Sensitivities:
Please make sure that pupils of different faiths are included in the lesson by including wisdom / proverbs from their faiths. Where possible, show how the ‘Christian’ wisdom / proverbs are shared by the other faiths as well.
	Possible Further Thinking and Extension Activities:
The ‘wall of wisdom’ could be reproduced electronically on the school’s website and linked to the parish church’s website to share with a wider audience.
Stories of wisdom from all faiths and around the world.

	Future Learning:
Possibly: How Did Belief In God Affect The Actions of People In The Old Testament? What Do The Miracles of Jesus Teach? (Depending on where this unit is placed in the school’s Curriculum Map for RE.)
Who Decides?


	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 1
Pupils should: 

Make links between the teachings and sources of Christians and other religious groups and show how they are connected to believers’ lives.

(AT1)

Ask important questions about life and compare their ideas with those of other people.

(AT2)
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	Why Is Wisdom Important?
Introduction:

Ask the pupils to think of something that they have learnt today . . . it could be anything at school or at home.

What is it that they have learnt?

Where did they learn it? Who taught them it? How did they learn it?

By having learnt this, how will it be useful for them in the future?

Will what they have learnt be useful for anyone else? How will they pass that learning on?

Main Part of The Lesson:

Introduce the word ‘wisdom.’

What is wisdom? Who has wisdom? Where did they / do they get wisdom from? (Encourage the pupils to think as widely as possible.)
Once you have wisdom, is that it or do you carry on getting more wisdom?

What do the conditions need to be like to receive wisdom? How do we make ourselves ready to receive wisdom? What do we do / should we do with wisdom that we receive?

Where do people of faith get the basis of their wisdom from?

What source of authority is this for Christians? (The Bible.)
Consider the similarities that different faiths share in getting wisdom from their sacred writings and from their faith leaders.
Explain that a lot of wisdom in The Bible appears in the Book of Proverbs.

Why is wisdom important?

Activity:

Have Bibles available for pupils to use in their research. Also have other materials / the internet available for research of Christian quotes.

Explain that the class is going to make a ‘Wall of Wisdom’ for the school to share Christian wisdom with the rest of the school community.

Everyone to find a piece of wisdom from The Book of Proverbs or a quote from a Christian that they would like to record on a card brick for the ‘wall of wisdom.’

When they have looked carefully and chosen their ‘piece of wisdom’, they should write it neatly on their brick, along with the source. The brick can then be decorated and placed on the ‘wall of wisdom.’

Plenary and Reflection:

Gather in front of the ‘wall of wisdom,’ and encourage each person to share their wisdom brick with the rest of the class Ask them to explain why that piece of wisdom is wise information for them and why they are offering that wisdom to others.

Consider how the wisdom supports distinctively Christian values . . . and the values of other faiths.
	If possible, the ‘wall of wisdom’ should be constructed in a central area so that the whole school can learn from the wisdom.
The ‘wall of wisdom’ could be reproduced electronically on the school’s website and linked to the parish church’s website to share with a wider audience.
Resources:
Bibles,

other materials / the internet for research;

card bricks,

writing materials,

materials to decorate the bricks with.
Sensitivities:
Please make sure that pupils of different faiths are included in the lesson by incorporating wisdom from their faiths Highlight, where appropriate, the links between them. 


	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 2
Pupils should: 

Make links between the wisdom of Christians and other religious groups and show how they are connected to believers’ lives.

(AT1)

Ask questions about the meaning (and purpose) of life and suggest a range of answers which might be given by them as well as members of different religious groups or individuals.

(AT2)
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	What Wisdom Can You Offer

and From Where Does This Wisdom Come?
Introduction:

Remind the pupils about what was learnt in the last lesson and the value of wisdom.

Main Part of the Lesson:

Split the pupils into small groups.

Give each group a selection of different proverbs from The Bible.

Ask the groups to discuss their set of proverbs together, saying who this wisdom is particularly aimed at and the wisdom that each proverb is teaching.

How does each proverb offer wisdom for people?

How does each proverb help a person of the Christian faith to become more faithful?

What do they teach people of other faiths?

Can the pupils think of examples where they have seen people following any of the proverbs?

Each group to share their ideas and thoughts with another group.

What can we learn from wisdom?

Main Activity:

What wisdom can the pupils offer?

Where does this wisdom come from?

Think about the wisdom that we have gained and learnt over our years of life. What is the wisdom that we always want to carry around with us and use to inform how we live our lives now and in the future?

Pupils to write a letter to their adult self, (for them when they are an adult) writing down the wisdom that they have now which they advise their self to never forget and to follow in their adult life.

Encourage the pupils to really think deeply and reflect upon all the wisdom that they have gained and life lessons that they have learnt from different sources such as their parents, other family members, teachers, friends, school, books, life experiences, The Bible, other sacred writings if they belong to a faith other than Christianity, etc.

Ensure the letter is written as a final draft, in best writing and presented well, on a special piece of writing paper, particularly as it is being stored for the future.

Plenary:

Give the pupils a special envelope. i.e. a golden envelope, to put and store the letter in.

Pupils should write on the back of the envelope:

“A letter for (name of pupil,)
To be opened on (date of pupil’s 18th birthday.)”
Pupils should then take their letter home and store it somewhere with other important documents such as their school work, school reports, or birth certificate, etc.

The letter can then be kept and opened up and read by the pupil when they reach the age of 18 as wisdom to take into their adult life.
	Resources:
The Bible / Bibles;

Sets of cards with an individual proverb on each one;

Special writing paper,

Special envelopes, i.e. golden envelopes.
Sensitivities:
Please make sure that pupils of different faiths are included in the lesson by incorporating wisdom from their faiths. Highlight, where appropriate, the links between them.
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