What Is The Story of Noah Really About?








Christianity

	Name of Unit:  What Is The Story of Noah Really About?
	Faith:  Christianity

	Key Stage in which this unit should be taught: Key Stage 1
	Recommended Year Group (if specified:) Year 2

	Previous Learning:

This unit builds on pupil’s knowledge of the creation story and the first sin committed by Adam and Eve.
Possibly: - Salvation: How Do Easter Symbols Help Us To Understand The True Meaning of Easter? (KS1) 
(Depending on where this unit is placed in the school’s RE Curriculum Map.)

	AT1 Learning About Religion.
Focus: Beliefs, Teachings and Sources.
	AT2 Learning From Religion.
Focus: Meaning, purpose and truth.

	What This Unit Teaches:

· There are different interpretations and understandings of the story of Noah;
· God chose to cleanse His creation of sin;
· God gives grace and second chances;
· God never gives up on his ‘plan;’
· God has made a covenant with His creation.

	Key RE Vocabulary:

Noah, Ark, fall, sin, punishment, restoration, grace, promise, covenant, salvation, hope.
	Cross-Curricular Links:

Music – listen to and explore the lyrics of Benjamin Britten’s Noye’s Fludde.

PSHE – explore the question of guilt and responsibility.

	Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development:

Ideas of right and wrong and forgiveness.

	Sensitivities:

This unit teaches about some difficult themes, but it is important that they are explored with pupils so that they begin to have an understanding of what the story of Noah is really about for Christians (and Jews.)
The unit therefore needs to be taught sensitively throughout and in a way appropriate to the particular class.

	Future Learning:

Possibly: Salvation: How Do Easter Symbols Help Us To Understand The True Meaning of Easter? (KS1) 
(Depending on where this unit is placed in the school’s RE Curriculum Map.)
Salvation: Easter Hope (KS2)
Who Decides?


	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 1
Pupils should: 

Know the story of Noah and some things that Christians (and Jews) believe from it;
(AT 1)
talk about what they find puzzling from the story and some parts of it that make people ask questions.
(AT 2 )
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	What Does The Bible Teach In The Story of Noah?

Introduction:

Show pupils a Noah’s Ark toy set, e.g. a wooden one. What is it? What story does it remind us of? Who knows the story of Noah? Where would you find the story? What is it about? / Share the story with each other. These questions could be discussed in pairs or groups.

Main Part of The Lesson:
Check that all the pupils know the story of Noah including the key points of it.

Look at a variety of artists’ pictures depicting the story of Noah; choose one or two images that are more realistic of the story.

Discuss what the artists are conveying about the story of Noah. Which picture do the pupils think is the most / least accurate of the story? Why? What ideas from the story do the pictures show? What do the pupils think is the most important part of the pictures? Why? What does each picture make the pupils think about?
Read the Bible narrative Genesis 6 - 9 or specific extracts with the pupils. Use an appropriate version of The Bible with the pupils.

Stop at different parts and unpack the concepts with the pupils,

e.g. Genesis 6:6 tells us that God’s heart was “deeply troubled” and that at that time He regretted making humans.

God also wanted to wipe out all animals, birds, and ‘the creatures that move along the ground,’ (Genesis 6:7)
People’s sin had seeped so much into creation that God chose to cleanse all of creation from it.

Have Post-It notes available for pupils to record any parts of the story that they find puzzling and / or any questions that they have about the story as you together look at the Bible narrative.

Discuss the puzzling parts and questions raised by the pupils.
Ensure that understanding is given to the Christian belief of: 
· The Fall - when Adam and Eve committed sin which meant that God’s creation ‘fell’ from being sinless and perfect;

· God’s restoration plan to make everything perfect in His creation again;

· God’s covenant, His promise to never send another flood, but to always give humanity the chance to repair things, to be sorry when they have sinned and to start afresh again;

· God’s eternal love for His creation – humanity.

Activity:

Either use some of the pupils’ questions to have a P4C (Philosophy For Children) Enquiry or have some of your own ready,

e.g. Was it fair of God to send the flood?

Do you think today that God regrets making humans?

Is Humanity worth saving?
How Does God ‘restore’ His creation today?

Plenary / Reflection:

Ask the pupils to remember the message that God gave to the world in the story of Noah, delivered by the dove and shown by the rainbow. Hope. We remember God’s promise that He will never flood the whole earth again.
If God wanted to give the world a message now, what would it be and who would deliver it?

Each pupil to record their idea for God’s message on a rainbow.

Use the messages to form a class display.
Extension:

Depending on where this unit is taught in the school’s RE Scheme of Work, links should be made to the Christian concept of salvation, Jesus dying on the cross for the sins of humanity to enable a new beginning and the promise of eternal life.
	Pupils have often encountered rosy picture books and songs about the story of Noah’s Ark with no mention of what the story is really about or the underlying concepts of the story.

There are lots of difficult concepts in the story to unpack e.g. sin, The Fall, hope, etc.
Resources:
Noah’s Ark toy set;
artists’ paintings / pictures depicting the story of Noah;
Noah’s Ark picture books,
Bibles or Bible narrative - Genesis 6 - 9;

Extracts of Bible narrative;

Post-It notes;

Materials for pupils’ rainbows.


	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 2
Pupils should: 

understand why grace is important to Christians (and Jews) and what Christians (and Jews) might learn about it from the story of Noah;

(AT 1)

give a personal response to what grace means to them. 
(AT 2)
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	What Is Grace?
Introduction:

Re-cap the story of Noah from last week.

What was the promise God made to Noah?  What promise does God make to creation?

Discuss with the pupils the idea that Christians believe God is ‘the God of second chances.’
We call this ‘grace.’ Grace is a word Christians hear a lot about in church, give some examples of grace.
Ask the pupils to record individually or in pairs a definition of grace and an example of when they showed grace to someone and of when they were shown grace by someone.

Share their ideas.

Main Part of The Lesson:

Is grace good? Why is grace important? Are there any other reasons why grace is important to Christians?

Discuss that grace is an important idea for us to grasp as it is an important belief of Christians, one of the main attributes that they believe of God and an important message from the story of Noah.

Explain to the pupils that we are going to listen to a hymn / song called ‘Amazing Grace.’
A video could be shown of people singing it or an inspirational video setting the hymn to pictures.

Ask if anyone has heard this hymn before or knows the words? If so, where did they hear the hymn? Who was singing it and why?

Have the words up on display for pupils to read.

What does the song communicate about grace?
Activity:

Ask pupils to work in small groups to write a version in their own words or they can work together as a class. Ask the pupils to convey in their songs: -

· the Christian belief of grace;

· living by grace;

· the message of grace and hope given in the story of Noah.

Provide an opportunity to rehearse, record and then perform the completed songs to the rest of the class.

Plenary / Reflection:
What can Christians learn about grace from the story of Noah?

God makes a promise to Noah to never flood the earth again and to never wipe out humanity in the same way.

In God’s covenant Christians feel they see His grace. Sin still happens, but God’s blessing continues and will always continue.

God’s grace is providing a way for a second chance at the blessing. In saving Noah and his family and by creating a covenant between them, God demonstrates that he never gives up on his plan.

Play ‘Amazing Grace’ quietly in the background.

We all have areas in our lives where we need to ask for a second chance and we all have people in our lives we need to give a second chance to.

Spend some time in quiet reflection thinking about, or if the pupils are of a faith, in prayer possibly silently asking for, grace in an area where we feel that we need a second chance.
Think, or for pupils for whom it is appropriate pray, about showing grace to others.
	Pupils have often encountered rosy picture books and songs about the story of Noah’s Ark with no mention of what the story is really about or the underlying concepts of the story.

There are lots of difficult concepts in the story to unpack e.g. sin, fall, hope, etc.
Resources:
Video clip of church congregation or gospel group singing “Amazing Grace”

- available on “Songs of Praise” website:

www.bbc.co.uk/songsofpraise
or YouTube inspirational video of “Amazing Grace,”

alternatively a CD of this hymn could be played;

Lyrics of “Amazing Grace;”
You may need dictionaries to look up some of the unfamiliar words of the song, “Amazing Grace.”
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